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“The pessimist complains about the 
wind; the optimist expects it to change; 
the realist adjusts the sails.”     - William Arthur Ward

As you know, Bristol Yacht Club finds itself adjusting its sails in response to the 
coronavirus. While the optimist’s wind change would be welcomed about now, none 
of us can predict when that change will actually come.

Thus, our Clubhouse is closed for the time being, yet it is with a spirit of optimism 
that we continue to plan for our 2020 season.

On page 5 of this issue of The BYC Mainsheet you’ll find previously developed plans 
for summer 2020. We look forward to these plans becoming reality. We hope that we 
will race together, cruise together and learn together this summer, but we simply 
can’t be sure.

One thing we do know is we will work our hardest to ensure you will be able to safely 
access your boat this season, whatever the future holds. How this will play out is 
being discussed. Please know that even if other plans do not come to fruition, this is 
a priority. Fair winds, following seas … we will need them more than ever. 

What is most important is that you, our members, and your loved ones remain safe 
and healthy during this unusual time. My personal commitment – and that of your 
Executive Committee – is to adjust the Club’s sails over the weeks and months ahead 
with the well-being of all our members as our goal … and to keep you updated as 
we move forward.
      – Chris Bjerregaard, Commodore

Masthead Photo: Docks went back in March 16 , a sure 
sign of the season ahead. Read more on page 8.

SAVE THE DATE
Note:

An announcement will be made via 
email should Commissioning be 

postponed due to the coronavirus.

Saturday, May 2
3 to 5 pm

BYC 2020
Commissioning
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The 2020 BYC Frostbite series came to an abrupt end in 

March when the coronavirus rolled into town. It freed up 

time for Dave Guinther, BYC Frostbite Co-Fleet Captain, to sit 

down with your BYC Mainsheet editor to share his thoughts 

about winter racing at the Club.

Editor: How much racing did you get in this year with 
the warm winter and early end?
Dave G: Many will recall the 2019/2020 winter as warm, 
pleasant and not much snow. Frosbiters will remember the 
eight Saturdays called off for weather and two shut down by 
Covid19. On a positive note, we started 66 races over 12 days – 
not a banner year but a fun time. 

Editor: How many racers and races are there on a        
given day?
Dave G: Most days we have a half dozen or so racers; on bonus 
weather days we’ve had 14. We usually get in from five to nine 
races. This season 16 sailors amassed nearly 500 starts.
.

Hey, Sailor: Is It Cold Out There???

Editor: Who makes the decision to sail and when do you 
call off the races?
Dave G: We use the 20/20 frostbite rule: call off if temperature 
is under 20 degrees F or wind is over 20 MPH. This year Adam 
Langerman, Co-Fleet Captain, and I tried to send out a “Go 
for Racing” by Friday morning so racers could plan ahead. We 
waited on a Saturday morning dockside call twice; not good. 
The score was Mother Nature 2, Frostbiters 0 – one day winds 
never arrived and another they never backed down.
                                              Continued on page 3.

Top photo: Rounding the mark in Lasers are Faye Flam, Ralph Kinder and 
Dave Guinther. Bottom photo: Derek Stow returns from racing on his Aero.
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Register Now for 2020 Racing
BYC weeknight race registration for the 2020 

season is now open, including Monday Night Team 
Racing, Tuesday Night Dinghy Racing, Millard Series 

Wednesday Night PHRF, and Thursday Night J/22 
Racing. Link here for registration. And if you need a 
boat to get out on the water, you can charter a J/22 
for Wednesday and Thursday night racing through 

EBSF. See the same web page. Members get first dibs 
on J/22 charters and Team Race availability, so sign 

up very soon to guarantee your spot.

Skippers who plan to participate 
in this year’s Millard Series or 
other BYC weeknight race series 
are asked to mark their calendars. 

Millard and Weeknight 
Race Series 

Skippers’ Meeting

Wednesday, May 13, 6:30 pm
BYC Clubhouse

RACE
Committee

Editor: A question most 
people would ask is “Why 
do you get all dressed up to 
go out and sail small boats 
in cold water and frigid 
temperatures?”
Dave G: Why not? When we 
moved here from the Left Coast 
I saw frostbiting as a chance 
to learn something new as 
I’d never sailed a Laser. Plus, 
I’d meet new people, have a 
reason to stay in shape and 
keep active in the winter, and 

sharpen sailing skills. I guess deep down I also wanted to be 
able to say “We sail year ‘round here, too.” when talking with 
friends back in California. And on those sunny days – it’s so 
much fun even if temperatures are in the 20s and 30s!

Editor: So what skills did you “sharpen” and how are 
winter tactics different than Wednesday Night races?
Dave G: Well, the first year I focused on not tipping over, as 
Lasers are not particularly stable, especially downwind or at 
the gybe mark. Getting a clean start then playing the shifts to 
round the windward mark with the leaders is huge. Even in this 
weather-shortened year, getting more than 50 starts and 100 
mark roundings was great preparation for the 12-race Millard 
Series. The rules, decision-making process and “eyes outside the 
boat” drills are the same at any scale, and you get to practice 
steering, trim and tactics all at the same time. It’s a good tune 
up for J/24 summer racing.

Dave Guinther, BYC Frostbite Co-
Fleet Captain

Is It Cold Out There? ...  continued from page 2.

Editor: How much special clothing and “go-fast” 
hardware do you need? 
Dave G: I spent $200 on a used 1973 Laser, $1,000 to modernize 
and get a new sail, and $200 for a used drysuit. Loaner boats 
are available from BYC and EBSF. Aeros go for under $10k new, 
and used boats are starting to show up on the market.

Editor: Last thoughts?
Dave G: I’ve made lots of new sailor friends, men and women, 
over the last three years through frostbiting. And I must give a 
big thanks to our full-time PRO Will Pierce for his three decades 
plus of service. Tip-of-the-hat also to crash boat driver Pete 
Turenne. I’m hoping to see everyone in the fall for frostbiting 
and post-race camaraderie at BYC. Most important, please 
follow all personal care best practices and stay healthy!

https://www.bristolyc.com/weekly-racing-series-2
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Commodore’s Corner

When Kate and Ted were into the junior regatta circuit but still too young to drive, I 
would deliver them and their friends to the race venue, then launch my kayak and 
go out to watch the racing. It was great. I could be right near the action and, with no 
wake or wind shadow, not in the way. 

There was one major downside. Picture me in my kayak, at water level, surrounded 
by a fleet of 20 or 30 coach and parent boats all idling as they watched their 
kids. The exhaust fumes were awful! For the short term, I quickly learned to stay 

just to windward of the 
powerboats. From a long-term 
environmental perspective? We 
clearly have a problem.

I’ve been on the EBSF Board for 
nearly 20 years now. Instructional sailing is important to me. One endless challenge 
in my time with EBSF is our need for six or seven dependable and cost-effective 
coach boats. Hulls need maintenance. Outboards are expensive to buy and operate, 
and they only last five to seven years in the program. We never discussed the fleet’s 
environmental impact because we could barely pull together the resources to 
prepare for next year. 

About a year ago, I had an idea: why don’t we create a new type of coach boat that 
is practical and user friendly, but also as environmentally friendly as possible? Then 
build a fleet of them. A paradigm shift. Technically, I knew we could do it. Logistically 
and financially? That’s our challenge.

I proposed the concept to the EBSF 
Board and everyone seemed interested 
but cautious. Very cautious. Where would 
the money, time and expertise come 
from? All valid concerns.

We applied for a grant from 11th Hour 
Racing to do some testing and build 
a proof of concept prototype. We got 
the grant. We created a team of about 
10 volunteers. Now we are building the 
boat. The picture above shows progress 
as of early March.

I’m running out of space in this issue’s 
column, but next month I hope to share 
pictures and details of the boat nearing 
completion. We plan to launch sometime 
in May.
 – Chris Bjerregaard, Commodore

Environmentally Friendly Coach Boat: From Concept to (Almost) Completion
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Chart Room Hours 2020

May 1 thru May 26
Friday & Saturday – 4 to 9 pm

Sunday – 3 to 7 pm

Millard Practice Race May 20
4 to 10 pm

Memorial Day May 25
3 to 8 pm

May 27 thru June 21
Tuesday & Thursday – 5 to 9 pm

Wednesday – 4 to 11 pm
Friday & Saturday – 4 to 9 pm

Sunday – 3 to 8 pm

June 22 thru 
Labor Day September 7
Note: See July 4 Week Below

Monday – 4 to 9 pm
Tuesday – 4 to 9:30 pm

Wednesday – 4 to 11 pm
Thursday – 4 to 9:30 pm

Friday – 4 to 10 pm
Saturday – 3 to 9 pm
Sunday – 3 to 9 pm

September 11 thru 
Decommissioning October 18

Friday & Saturday – 4 to 8 pm
Sunday – 3 to 7 pm

Week of July 4
Fireworks July 3; Parade July 4

Thursday, July 2 – 4 to 9:30 pm
Friday, July 3 – 3 to 11 pm 

Saturday, July 4 – 3 to 10 pm
Sunday, July 5 – 3 to 9 pm

 

Launch Hours 2020

April 25 and April 26
10 am to 4 pm

May 2 and May 3
10 am to 4 pm

 

May 4 thru May 21
9 am to 6:30 pm

 

May 22 thru 
Labor Day September 7
Note: See July 4 Week Below

Sunday thru Thursday – 8 am to 9 pm
Friday & Saturday – 8 am to 10 pm

 

September 8 thru September 20      
Sunday thru Thursday – 9 am to 7:30 pm

Friday & Saturday – 9 am to 8 pm
 

September 21 thru 
Decommissioning October 18

Sunday thru Thursday – 9 am to sunset
Friday & Saturday – 9 am to 7:30 pm

 

October 19 – October 31 
Waterfront Closes October 31

9 am to 5 pm
 

Week of July 4
Fireworks July 3; Parade July 4

 Thursday, July 2 – 8 am to 9 pm
Friday, July 3 – 8 am to 11 pm

Saturday, July 4 – 6:30 am to 10 pm
Sunday, July 5 – 8 am to 9 pm

Calendar of Events 2020

May 2: Commissioning
May 8: Friday Night Dinner

May 16: Meet & Mingle Cocktail Party
May 13: Millard and Weeknight Race 

Series Skippers’ Meeting 
May 23 – 25: Memorial Day Cruise
May 26: Weeknight Racing Starts

June 5: Friday Night Dinner
June 12: EBSF Orientation

June 12 – 14: Gaspee Days Cruise
June 19: Friday Night Dinner

June 20: Dinghy Parade 
June 27: Dinghy Parade Raindate

July 1: Millard Series Commodore’s Cup
July 4: Annual Pancake Breakfast 

July 10 – 12: 29er Nationals @ RWU
July 11 – 18: Summer Cruise 
July 24: Friday Night Dinner

July 29 – 30: NBYA 420 Regatta
July 29 and August 2: MOHOSA Regatta

August 1: EBSF 25th Anniversary 
Fundraiser

August 8 – 9: A-Cat Regatta
August 8: Clambake

August 8 – 10: Family Cruise
August 14: Friday Night Dinner/

EBSF Celebration
August 22: British Invasion Event

August 29 - 30: J/22 Narragansett Bay 
Championship Regatta

September 5 – 7: Labor Day Cruise
September 11: Friday Night Dinner
September 11 – 13: US Sailing Team 

Race Championship for Hinman Trophy
September 26: BYC Volunteer Dinner

October 3 - 4: J/22 Fall Team Race
October 9: Friday Night Dinner

October 17: Harvest Ball
October 18: Decommissioning

October 23:  Friday Night Dinner
November 4: Float Haul Out

November 6: Friday Night Dinner
November 14: Murder Mystery Dinner

November 15: BYC Annual Meeting

Note: Should schedule/
calendar modifications 
be required due to the 

coronavirus, they will be 
posted in the BYC Monday 

e-mail, in The BYC Mainsheet 
and on our website: www.

bristolyc.com.
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Meet Some of Our New Members Who We’ll Welcome at Commissioning 2020

Intermediate Member Brad Seferian lives in 
Cumberland and owns a Laser which he takes out on the Bay 

as much as possible. He says: “I’m 
a recent college graduate who 
wishes he could still go to sailing 
practice everyday!” 

Why BYC: “I joined BYC because 
of its team racing program and 
the people I’ve met through it, 
but also because of how open 
and welcoming the members I’ve 
met were when I was considering 

applying for membership. BYC provides the perfect 
opportunity to join a fantastic sailing scene and I hope to be 
around the Club as much as my work schedule lets me.”

Senior Members John 
Danskin and  Allison 
Paschke hail from Providence 
and spend as much time as 
possible on Lark, their Valiant 42, 
that they’ve owned for just over 
10 years. John and Allison sailed 
Lark to the Bahamas in November 
where they spent the winter and 
they hope to cruise most of the 
New England coast this summer.

Why BYC: “We’ve loved the 
location and, when we visited, BYC 
was very gracious with reciprocal 
privileges and we met some very 

friendly members on the dock. We felt welcomed before we 
were even prospective members.”

Intermediate 
Member Josh 
Dochoda lives in Boston 
where he is finishing 
school. While he doesn’t 
own a boat right now, he’s 
set a goal of buying a Cape 
Dory 28 in the next few 
years.

Why BYC: “I first started 
sailing in Bristol two 
summers ago. I found great 
people and competition 
during the summer series and want to come back for all of the 
fun on and off the water.”

Intermediate Members 
Mikey Gemperline 
and Abby Cook are 
Bristol residents. After team 
racing on Monday nights 
two years ago, they looked 
to joining BYC and to buying 
Defiance^3, their J/22.

Why BYC: “We’ve spent a lot 
of time working with Nick 

Cromwell and Pete Levesque to continue the development of 
the J/22 fleet and team racing. We were part of the team that 
won the BYC team race and plan to represent BYC again this 
summer in events such as the Morgan Cup and, hopefully, 
the J/22 North American Championship at Cork in Kingston, 
ON. However, Defiance^3 is getting a totally new bottom put 
on her and new bulkheads installed so we may not make it to 
Kingston!”

                   Continued on page 7. 

An annual BYC Commissioning tradition is to offer a special 
welcome to our newest members and to present them 
with a Club burgee. This year we have a fantastic crew of 
folks joining us, including new members who already feel 
a part of BYC having raced with us or learned sailing skills 
through EBSF. In this issue of The BYC Mainsheet we profile 
several of them and we look forward to greeting all our new 
members in person soon.

Note: Due to the coronavirus, the annual 
Club Spring Grounds Cleanup, normally 
held in April, is cancelled. Updates will 

appear in the Monday email.
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Have you ever wondered how a particular boat    
acquired its name? Peter Canzone (Commodore 2007-
2009) gives us the answer.

Boat: Rebel, a Tiara 44

Owners: Brian and Carole McFarland

Why the name Rebel? Brian describes it this way: 

“Our property in 
Portsmouth was part of 
the site of the Battle of 
Rhode Island in 1778. 
During the summer of 
1778, American forces 
conducted a siege of 
British forces in Newport. 
Deciding to withdraw, the 
Americans traveled north 
to the top of Aquidneck 
Island and, holding the 
high ground, turned and 

gave battle on August 29, 1778. It turned out to be a draw, 
and the Rebels crossed over to Tiverton and safety under 
the cover of darkness. Today, in Patriot Park, on Route 
114 in Portsmouth near the top of the island, there is a 
memorial to the men who fought in the battle.

“Thus, given our home is located on the hills where the 
battle took place we feel we are a tiny part of revolutionary 
history so we decided to name our boat Rebel.”

Now you know how the name Rebel was chosen for Brian 
and Carole’s boat. If you have a boat name you would like to 
submit, please email Peter at americanart1@aol.com.

it’s only a name ...

Senior Members Don and Wendelyn Duquette 
live in Waterbury Center, Vermont, and have family in Bristol. 
They’ve sailed together for 30 years and each had interesting 
maritime histories when they met. Wendelyn served as an 
officer aboard tall ships sailing internationally. Don worked as a 
ships’ carpenter and shipwright on traditional wooden vessels. 
They now own Dragonfly, a Sabre 452.

Why BYC: “We are very familiar with BYC as our son-in-law, 
Peter Wizotsky, ran the sailing program (EBSF) for a few years. 
BYC seemed like a good fit as it is a real sailors’ club, both 
racing and cruising. We look forward to exploring the coast and 
meeting the sailing community of Narragansett Bay.”

Senior Members EJ and 
Stacy Dochoda call St. 
Petersburg, Florida, home and 
spend part of the summer in 
Bristol. They are true boating 
enthusiasts owning Avalon, a 
Caliber 33, which they keep in St. 
Pete, and Meander, a Cape Dory 
25D, here in Bristol. Plus, they just 
added to their fleet, purchasing 
Skylar, a Cape Dory 36, which they 
will bring to Bristol this summer.

Why BYC: “Our son, Josh, who just joined BYC, suggested we 
bring Meander to Bristol last summer. We did and loved it. We 
wanted to have a yacht club home in Bristol, so we joined, too. 
We hope to join the cruising group and EJ hopes to do some 
J/22 racing.” The Dochodas’ race resume includes Tartans, Ideal 
18s, Capri 16.5, Catalina 22s, J/22s and J/70s.

New Members 2020 ...  continued from page 6.
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From the Dock House – Docks Are In
On Friday, March 13, the flying floats circus returned for its 
premier performance of the new season. Nineteen hardy 
volunteers, dressed in their most delicate woolies and fleece, 
were on hand for the 7:30 am curtain call (aka, safety meeting). 
The props department provided wrenches, lines, hard hats 
and hand-held radios. The featured soloist, Imperatore Crane, 
arrived at 8 am for the three-hour performance conducted by 
none other than our esteemed Chris Healey. By 12:30 pm, the 
curtain had fallen and the orchestra members had retired to 
the warmth of the Chart Room and a well-earned lunch.

That was how the story was supposed to go. No, it wasn’t a 
Friday the 13th thing … it was this virus, mostly. Weather on 
the 13th was bad so the rescheduled performance date was 
Monday the 16th.  Weather rescheduling is not unusual.

The impact of the coronavirus was unusual. First, we had 31 
volunteers, a terrific turnout, well above expectations. Unsaid 
was that perhaps more people were “working from home.” 

The second thing was no food and no entry to the Clubhouse. 
Usually we wait indoors for the crane 
over coffee and donuts; but no passing 
the cream container this time. And no 

lunch and beer after the work. It was strictly BYO coffee and 
stand outside (albeit, in the sun). 

However, working until 5 pm we did get the whole job done. 
All the docks are in. This is usually done in two increments, the 
first for Portsmouth Abbey’s sailing team, and then the majority 
of the floats are launched in early to mid-April. So, at 5 pm, with 
no circus tent in sight, the performers, having performed their 
daredevil act, headed home with no applause ringing in their 
ears, but hopefully the appreciation from every BYC member 
filling their hearts. 

The back story to this event revolves around our arrangement 
with Portsmouth Abbey School; its sailing team usually begins 
its on-the-water practices March 20 from our docks. The reach 
of the crane requires the launching to coincide with a mid-
morning high tide, so the water is deep enough, long enough 
to float the floats. This year all the docks needed to be launched 
early as the Grounds Committee needs the maximum time 
possible to repair the lawn that was under last year’s tent and 
replace shrubbery around the house for Commissioning.

                                                             -- John Bell, with photos by Jil Westcott

WATERFRONT
Committee

Photos, clockwise from top left: Docks fly through the air (photo 1) to be 
gently guided into place by the assembled cast (photo 2). Chief Steward 
Chris Healey is the day’s ringmaster (photo 3), with the day’s performance 
starting with the full team gathering for a safety review (photo 4).
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Junior Sailing Offers Six Class 
Options for Summer 2020

Questions re: what class is right for 
your kids or grandchildren? Email 
Mike Zonnenberg (programdirector@
eastbaysailingfoundation.org) and he’ll 
help you find the right fit. And remember 
– there are discounts offered when 
registering for multiple sessions and 
when signing up siblings.  

Harbor Mice is for the littlest sailors – 
ages 6 and 7 – who join instructors on 
Mercuries for a low-key intro to sailing. 
Held in two four-week sessions, two 
mornings a week.

Beginner classes introduce kids ages 8 
to 11 with no sailing experience to the 
basics, initially with an instructor and 
graduating to solo sailing on an Optimist. 
Held in four two-week sessions, four days 
a week.

Opti classes help kids ages 8 to 13 build 
on prior sailing experience by learning 
solo handling and more. It’s a great start 
for future Opti racing. Held in four two-
week sessions, four days a week.

Adventure level classes build on 
students’ earlier experience with a focus 
on taking the helm, sail trim, navigating 
and more. Held in four two-week 
sessions, four days a week.

Keelboat students primarily sail J/22s 
for a larger boat experience including 
learning to fly a spinnaker. Perfect for 
teens. Held in two four-week sessions, 
three days a week.

420 Sailing is perfect for aspiring high 
school and college sailors. Emphasis is  
on skipper/crew relations and sail trim. 
Held in two four-week sessions, three 
days a week.                                                             
      Continued on page 10.

EBSF Registration Now Open
Registration fees refunded should classes be cancelled

Yes, we’re anxious for summer and it’s really the right time to start planning. That said, 
many of us may be hesitating about making plans given worry over the coronavirus.

East Bay Sailing Foundation is offering you the perfect solution.  Sign up for a class 
now with a small registration fee so you don’t miss out, and if the class must be 
cancelled you’ll receive a refund right away.

All the info you need to find the right adult or junior class is on the EBSF web pages. 
Keep in mind that you do not need to be a BYC member – or a Bristol resident – to 
take a class, so now is the time to gather friends and family to get those summer 
plans in place.

For details on EBSF offerings (including EBSF racing with Optis, 420s and Laser teams, 
and regattas), visit the Bristol Yacht Club website and click on Learn to Sail. 

“Social distancing” 
changed up EBSF’s planned 
Open House in mid-March. 
Instead of a get-together, 
details on what to expect 

during summer 2020 were 
presented in a Facebook Live 

session. Link here to hear from 
Kristin Browne, EBSF Chair, 

and Mike Zonnenberg, EBSF 
Program Director.

https://bristolyc.com
https://www.facebook.com/EastBaySailingFoundation/videos/2662365903998379
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Adult Sail Classes – Something 
for Everyone in an Eight-Week 
Session Starting June 15

Beginner classes are hands-on, no 
experience required. With an instructor 
onboard, adult students learn steering, 
tacking, gybing and sail trimming on 
Cape Cod Mercuries. Classes meet one 
evening a week.

Intermediate/Advanced sailors use 
J/22s and Mercuries to learn the basics of 
racing and how to be part of a keel boat 
team. Classes meet Tuesday evenings.

Women’s J/22 Sailing is for women 
with some experience who want the 
camaraderie of women learning together 
to advance their skills. It’s low stress and 
high fun. Classes meet Monday evenings.

Adult Cruising helps students with 
navigating, mooring, anchoring, docking 
and all the other skills needed to feel 
confident enough to head off on a cruise. 
Classes held Tuesday evenings.

EBSF Registration Now Open ...  
continued from page 9.

The most basic Right of Way Rules are:

1) Port-tack boat keeps clear of starboard-
tack boat (Rule 10).

2) Windward boat keeps clear of leeward 
boat when overlapped and on the same 
tack (Rule 11).

3) Clear astern boat keeps clear of the clear 
ahead boat when not overlapped (Rule 12). 

While these three rules seem pretty 
straightforward, the fun starts when you 
have to consider how and when each 
boat arrived in each position above. It 
does matter.

Port/starboard crossings are quite 
straightforward. The port-tack boat 
basically always keeps clear of the 
starboard-tack boat. There is a transition 
time, however, when one or both boats 
are in the process of tacking wherein 
once any boat passes head to wind, it 
must keep clear of all other boats until it 
reaches its close hauled course (Rule 13). 

Also, if a boat tacks into the starboard 
tack and is very close to the port-tack 
boat, she must initially give the port-tack 
boat room to keep clear (Rule 15). You 
cannot just slam into that position and 

Racing 
by the 

Rules

Right of way ... perhaps the 
most basic of the racing rules 
yet not always as straight-
forward as you might expect. 

This month we take a quick 
look at where some right-of-
way issues might arise.                                          

-- Mark Rotsky

pin the port-tack boat down or squeeze 
so close that the port-tack boat cannot 
swing her stern in order to properly 
maneuver. 

Windward/leeward rules also require 
consideration as to how they were 
achieved. When boats are overlapped, 
if the overlap was established by the 
leeward boat coming in from clear astern 
and within two boat lengths to leeward 
of the windward boat, the leeward boat 
cannot force the windward boat to turn 
above her own (leeward boat’s) proper 
course (Rule 17). Otherwise, the leeward 
boat has every right to turn toward the 
windward boat that then has to keep 
clear up to the point where the leeward 
boat is head to wind if necessary. 

At all times, and especially when a right 
of way is first acquired, all boats must 
avoid contact (Rule 14), and unless a 
right of way was acquired by the actions 
of the keep-clear boat, the right-of-way 
boat must again initially give the other 
boat room to keep clear (Rule 15). 

Note that the “initial” time to keep clear 
with room is still relatively short. The 
keep-clear boat must do everything 
reasonable but still “seamanlike” to 
comply. The trend to claim “time and 
opportunity” to keep clear has resulted 
in boats taking excessive time to respond 
in these situations, and that no longer 
exists. No lunch breaks here. The keep-
clear boats must respond, and quickly.

Next month the great debate – Barging!!
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Thank You for Supporting Our Advertisers
Appraise RI • Doug Gablinske 
Residential & Commercial Real Estate 
576 Metacom Avenue, Bristol, RI 02809 
doug@appraiseri.biz; 401-253-9910

Bristol Bagel Works
Herb, Chris and Rob Browne
420 Hope Street, Bristol, RI 02809
Call in your order • 401-254-1390

Coastal Chiropractic Group
Mark Alano, DC, FICPA, CCEP 
Gentle procedures, insurance accepted 
576 Metacom Avenue, Bristol, RI 02809 
www.coastalchiropracticgroup.com 
401-253-1130

Paul G. Costa Tiling & Remodeling
Tile, Marble, Granite, Carpentry, Kitchen, 
Bath, Interior/Exterior, Custom Built-ins, 
Complete Remodeling • Free Estimates   
401-578-4186

Ferreira & Grimo General 
Contractors, LLC
New Construction, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Windows
Pat Grimo • 401-574-0957
Tom Ferreira • 401-574-0959

Kinder Industries • Philip F. Kinder
Custom Boat Covers and Canvas
75 Tupelo Street, Bristol, RI 02809
www.kinderindustries.com
sales@kinderindustries.com
401-253-7076

King Marine, Inc. • Bud King
Hauling, Delivery, Mooring and Diving
www.kingmarineri.com
service@kingmarineri.com
401-247-KING (5464)

Dawne Nordstrom
Residential Broker/Associate
www.dawnenordstrom.com
dnordstrom@residentialproperties.com
O: 401-245-9600  C: 401-573-0866

Quantum Sail Design Group
Where sailmaking is a performance art
112 Tupelo Street, Bristol, RI 02809
Steve Thurston • 401-254-0970

The Cruising Yacht Brokerage
Specializing in helping coastal  
cruisers buy or sell their boats
Jim Spiro and Bob Millard
www.thecruisingyachtbrokerage.com
info@cybsales.com • 401-405-1979    

Membership Quota Will 
Be Met for 2020
Your Membership Committee’s planned 
Open House for Prospective Members, 
scheduled for late March, was cancelled 
due to the coronavirus. But that doesn’t 
mean the team isn’t on the lookout for 
potential members who share our love 
of boating. Currently, BYC is at almost 
full membership (325 senior members 

is our max) but 
we encourage 
members on our 

waiting list to join selected Club activities 
as guests of their sponsors. If you have 
friends or family members interested 
in the Club, they can learn about the 
application process on our website. 

As of March 30, BYC has four approved 
senior member applications which will 
be reviewed at an Executive Committee’s 
meeting. They are: 

Peter Huckins
Home: Willimantic, CT
Boat: Nola, 42-foot Catalina MKii
Sponsors: Jim Spiro and 
Bob Millard

Sharon and John Monaghan 
Home: Medway, MA
Boat: Off Duty, Angler 22
Sponsors: Patrick Maher and 
Ted Maher

Steve and Nancy Barron 
Home: Peachtree City, GA
Boat: Blessings, Catalina 381
Sponsors: Hardy Hartwell and            
David Guinther

Fred Orwiler
Home: Fall River, MA
Boat: 17-foot Whaler
Sponsors: Nick Cromwell and              
David Guinther
                                – Alan Dimson-Doyle, Chair

MEMBERSHIP
Committee

All watercraft stored on Club property 
must have a properly displayed storage 
sticker. Failure to do so will result in the 
watercraft being removed from the 
property.

Storage stickers will be mailed shortly, 
regardless of whether you indicated in 
January when paying your dues that 
you would pick yours up at the Club. 
Instructions regarding how it is to be 
applied accompany the sticker. Please 
read them carefully and understand 
what is required.

Also, be sure to store in the area 
designated for your type of craft. See 
Chris Healey if you are uncertain. 

If you currently have a watercraft on the 
property and have not paid for storage, 
kindly make arrangements to do so or 
remove it immediately. This does not apply 
to frostbiters until their season ends.

We are striving to clean up the grounds 
to make the exterior as attractive as 
the interior of our “new“ Clubhouse, as 
well as create as much parking space 
as possible. Your cooperation will help 
achieve these ends. 

Important Notice to Owners of All Watercraft   
Stored on Club Grounds
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Submitted by: Mark and Suzette Stephens     Boat: Spindrift, a Hunter 33.5

Backstory: “Several years back we were day captains in Cutty at the tail end of a 
BYC Summer Cruise. Our Drink of the Day for fellow cruisers was the Moscow Mule. “

Mark notes: “Some Club members may remember that evening as there was a 
storm predicted and we moved the rendezvous time up two hours as a result. It was 

a beautiful late afternoon event, although I don’t recall a storm rolling in later that 
evening. On that note, I don’t recall much of anything that evening!” 

Moscow Mule
2 ounces vodka

1/2 ounce lime juice, freshly squeezed
6 ounces ginger beer

Squeeze lime juice into a Moscow Mule mug (or Collins glass) and drop in the spent shell. 
Add 2 or 3 ice cubes, then pour in the vodka and fill with cold ginger beer (not ginger ale, 

although what the hell!). Serve with a stirring rod.

You’ve set the anchor or picked up the mooring … we all know what’s next. The BYC Mainsheet wants to share your favorite ship-board 
cocktail. Just email bycmainsheet@gmail.com with your fave and a photo. As a thank you, we’ll send you a BYC car decal.

When the sun is 
oveR the yaRdaRm

Keeping It Social
As you know, the Clubhouse is closed until at least April 30 due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.  Unfortunately, our first Social Committee event of 2020, A Night of Irish Fare and 
Entertainment, needed to be cancelled at the last minute. Since the food 
was already prepared, we were able to provide takeout to our members 
who had purchased tickets.

I want to thank Mary Jo Finkenstaedt, the chair of that event, for her tireless work bringing 
the event together. It was disappointing not to be able to put her ideas into action, but we all 
understand the importance of the health and safety of our members and staff. We hope to use 
her beautiful centerpieces and ideas at a future social event later in the spring or summer.  

Rest assured, your BYC Social Committee is still at work planning future events and we hope 
to see you soon!

              – Carole Mansur, Chair

SOCIAL
Committee


