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Calendar
Docks Go In

Friday, March 13

EBSF Open House
Friday, March 13

Evening of Irish Fare
Saturday, March 14

Friday Night Dinner
Friday, March 20

Prospective Member 
Open House

Sunday, March 29

It was great to see so many of you at our 
Rededication party February 16. It was 
truly a history-making day for BYC.

Thank you all for being so patient and 
flexible during the rebuild. I know it was 
inconvenient at times, but now we are 
set for the long term. I hope you like the 
new Clubhouse as much as I do. 

Please enjoy the event photographs in 
this issue of The BYC Mainsheet. There 
are many more, so be sure to stop by 
the homepage of our website (bristolyc.

com) for a 
link to the 
Rededication 
event gallery.

Let me once again offer a special thank 
you to our Building Committee, led by 
Ruth Souto, Joe Brito and Doug Kallfelz. 
I am sure you agree that they all did a 
great job.

Now let’s go enjoy the house and start 
ramping up to summer.     
 -- Chris Bjerregaard, Commodore

Masthead Photo: Gorgeous floral displays 
adorned the Clubhouse for our Rededication. 

What a Great Rededication! 

Commodore’s 
Corner

During the Rededication program Commodore 
Chris Bjerregaard presented  each member 
of the Building Committee with a plaque 
in recognition of their efforts. Top photo: 
Presentation to Chief Steward Chris Healey. 
Bottom photo: Presentation to Doug Kallfelz, 
BYC member and the project architect.
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Clubhouse Rededication: February 16, 2020

Beautiful Faces
Photos clockwise from top left:  David Jacobs (left) and Past Commodore Bruce Cox. The team 
that led the Clubhouse rebuild gathered for the official ribbon cutting: (left to right) Steve 
Cornwall, Doug Kallfelz, Joe Brito (partially blocked), Ruth Souto, Chris Bjerregaard, Gretchen 
Healey, Chris Healey, Rosemary Alden and Pat Crawford. Tom and Lee Dawson (at left) and 
Jayne and Bob Magown. Ariel Nechemia (left), Kate Bjerregaard and Brian Reilly. Bill Desmaris 
(left) and Bill Toohey. 

Rededication photos by Mary Ann Rosenlof. Check out Mary Ann’s other Rededication photos from 

the link on our BYC website (www.bristolyc.com) homepage. Also on our website - a video, prepared 

by US Sailing, shown at the Rededication that tells the “fire to new Clubhouse” story.
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Clubhouse Rededication: February 16, 2020

Beautiful Places
Every corner of the Clubhouse reveals a fresh new look, fine craftsmanship and 
beautiful decor. Photos clockwise from top left: Comfortable seating in front of 
the first-floor fireplace.  The Women’s Lounge is decorated with period furniture.  
A Narragansett Bay chart inspired the custom wallpaper in the Meeting Room. A 
dark ceiling paint and deep blue and gold rug contrast beautifully with crisp white 
wainscoting in the Trident Room. Ascending the staircase, members and guests are 
greeted by a ship’s model in the second-floor front window.
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After an active schedule of summer 
racing in Bristol, Newport and Block 
Island, Joe Brito decided to send his J121, 
Incognito, to Florida for the winter to 
compete in the four-race Islands in the 
Stream series. The crew is predominantly 
BYC members -- Joe Brito, Mike Brito, 
Corey Butlin, Britt Colombo, Ben Hall, 
Kimo Worthington and Chris Brito -- 
joined by Nate Fast and Jesse Fielding.

The series started with the Miami to 
Nassau race. This was a tough race with 
heavy air upwind with huge waves in 
the Gulfstream and virtually 180 miles of 
upwind sailing.

Next up was the Miami to Palm Beach 
race. This was sailed in very light air and 

the team just made the time limit. The 
highlight was the epic after-race seafood 
buffet at the Sailfish Club.

The third race was the Fort Lauderdale 
to Key West race. Incognito won her 
class and was second in fleet. Joe’s team 
recorded the top speed of 17.6 knots.

The final race of the series is the Miami to 
Eleuthera race in early March.

In the overall standings after three races, 
Incognito is in second place, one point 
out of first!

The upcoming 2020 summer schedule 
for the Incognito team is very exciting. 
June racing includes the Leukemia Cup, 
NYYC Annual and the Bermuda Race.

In mid-July, the Incognito team is 
traveling to Ireland for Cork Week where 
it will sail a chartered 40 footer. This is the 
300th anniversary of the Royal Cork Yacht 
Club and there will be more than 600 
boats racing.

Finally, the team will travel to Porto 
Cervo, Sardinia, for the Maxi World 
Championship. Here it will be sailing a 
chartered 82-foot AEGIR (check it out on 
YouTube under Carbon 82 AEGIR Sailing 
Caribbean) that was built in Bristol by 
Britt Columbo at Carbon Ocean Yachts. 
Nan Hall will also crew.

Huge thanks go to Joe Brito for 
organizing this great bucket list of events 
... we are all living the dream.

                                                              -- Ben Hall

Joe Brito’s Incognito racing team (inset above left) will see the world this year following the four-race Islands in the Stream series in Florida this winter. 
Inset top right: Chris Brito is all smiles after Incognito won her class and was second in fleet in the Fort Lauderdale to Key West race.

Incognito Goes South for the Winter; Team Then Heads to Ireland and Sardinia 
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Grab your copy of the Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS) because this 
month I’m going to start reviewing Part 2, the actual racing rules.                                                                                                                                           

                                          -- Mark Rotsky Racing 
by the 

Rules

We are not going to discuss Part 1, the 
Fundamental Rules. Part 1 covers Safety, 
Fair Sailing, Acceptance of the Rules, 
Decision to Race, etc. Part 1 begins with 
a Preamble that talks about when boats 
are racing or not, and generally states 
what rules apply in either case for safety 
reasons.

The building blocks of the rules are 
found in Part 2, titled When Boats Meet.

Part 2 begins with Section A - Right of 
Way, which has what I consider one 
of the most interesting and telling 
Preamble lines in the rule book. It simply 
reads: “A boat has right-of-way over 
another boat when the other boat is 
required to keep clear of her.” Remember, 
words in italics are addressed in the 
Definitions section of the RRS. What is so 

interesting to me here is that there is no 
other specific description of “Right-of-
way Boat,” even though the right-of-way 
boat is a critical concept throughout 
the racing rules. The only definition 
is for “keep clear.” In reading the two-
point definition of keep clear (your first 
assignment!), it almost appears like 
circular logic, while the second point 
also incorporates the word “overlapped” 
in italics, meaning its definition of that 
word must also be understood as it is 
part of the keep clear definition. 

While this sounds nuts, you should read 
through and try to visualize how this 
basic concept works in the rules. This is 
very typical of how many of the rules 
are written. Once focused and reading 
the rule with the definitions and other 
referenced rules in front of you, the light 

will (usually) come on and it will make 
perfect sense. 

To become really proficient, you need to 
refresh yourself periodically by reviewing 
the rules after being in situations, 
accessing other books that provide 
examples, viewing  online videos that 
cover rules situations, etc. There are a lot 
of resources available to racers for you to 
learn from.

Next month we will start applying the 
keep clear and right-of-way concept to 
the rest of Part 2, Section A.

The crew: 7-year-old Bolts has sailed since he was a pup.

The captains: Steph and Chris Boutilier    Their boat: Aeolus, a 33-foot Beneteau

About the drinking: A nip while on the paddleboard? Why not? Steph says that when Bolts was just six 
months old “a poor example of an uncle” gave him a sip of beer. Now Bolts thinks he’s ready for whatever is 
being poured.

A cruisin’ dog: Bolts loves BYC cruises and his calendar is already marked for 2020. “His favorite part of 
the cruise is when we go to shore because he loves riding in the dinghy and biting at the waves,” says Steph. 
His favorite place while on board Aeolus: any lap will do.

byc Pets
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V -A - C - A - T - I - O - N ... BYC Style
While their boats are high and dry for the winter, Club members are off exploring the world and 

sailing on other waters. Here’s a quick look at what some of our friends are up to this winter. 

Steve and Kathy Kloeblen were in Kona, 
Hawaii, to visit their son, Steven, a marine 
biologist. The views were spectacular as 
these photos attest. 

It was a gathering of BYC friends in Long Key, Florida, when 
Peggie and Tom Perrotto (left) hosted Joe and Pat Jablonowski, 
who were on their way back from Key West. Word is out: during 
the winter Joe and Pat sail with the Naples-based Gulf Coast 
Sailing Club where members are always looking for crew.

Lisa and Bob 
McLaughlin enjoyed 
their stay in Sint 
Martin and a visit to 
St. Barths. Plus, they 
had the opportunity 
to sail aboard a Hylas 
49 with world-cruiser 
friends who happened 
to be in Marigot Bay 
while Bob and Lisa 
were there.
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Karl Nordstrom and Linda Rhault knew  
how best to celebrate New Year’s Eve -- 
enjoy ice cream sundaes! They’ve spent 
their winter months in Longboat Key 
since 2013.

Jayne and Bob Magown went from warm to cold this winter, 
starting with time on the water in St. John where they hope 
to bring Infinity, their 42-foot Beneteau, next winter. Then 
it was off to Oslo (where the beach was a tad colder) to 
celebrate the New Year. Plus, Bob snuck in a “guys only” ski 
trip to France later in January.

V -A - C - A - T - I - O - N ... BYC Style

When the cold arrives in the Northeast, 
Richard Schattman and Kay Johnson 
head to warmer climes on Atalanta, 
their Little Harbor 44. Stops this winter 
included Isla Mujeres, Mexico, where 
Kay enjoyed views of the Caribbean 
Sea, and, at left, on Dry Tortugas 
where they toured Fort Jefferson.

Deb Cornwall (right) and her daughter, Kristen, enjoyed 
swimming with the dolphins at Blue Lagoon Island in the 
Bahamas this February. Many Club members will remember 
Kristen as a former BYC launch driver.
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The extended Maher family enjoyed a bicycle surrey ride in Lakes Park (Fort Myers, Florida) during mid-February. Posing for The BYC 
Mainsheet are Margaret Maher at the back of the surrey with her son, Thomas, and her mom, Martha Maher. Margaret’s partner, 
TJ Ng, is in the center and Granddad Bill Maher is with Eleanor up front.

V -A - C - A - T - I - O - N ... BYC Style

Before winter set in, Steve MacQuarrie 
found himself on the links at the White 
Bear Yacht Club near Minneapolis when 
he had an “aha moment” and thought 
“Why not exchange burgees with this 
great sailing destination?” Pictured with 
Steve (left) is the White Bear General 
Manager Chris Nathlich.

It was off to London in early February for (from left) Susan Maloney, David and Marti 
Schwartz, and Peter Maloney. The theatre was high on their list and they took in three 
performances but, boaters at heart, they found time to pose with the British clipper 
ship Cutty Sark.
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Link here to register for 
An Evening of Irish Fare and Entertainment.

Boat: Bear North, a Catalina 39

Owners: William Ohley and Margaret Bucheit

Bill tells his boat naming story this way: “My mom’s family is 
Native (Wappinger) from New York, so the “Great Bear in the 
Northern Sky” story told to us when we were young made an 
impression. Along with that, we seem to have our own family 

encounters with bears in the 
woods, mostly out west, but 
we do have a brown bear in 
Matunuck. (Bill and Margaret 
live in South Kingstown.) 

“On top of that, we like the 
northern waters and intend 
to sail up the Maine coast and 
maybe on to Canada. 

“So put it all together and 
you have Bear North … and 
the graphic on the side of the 
boat reflects the name with 
a Native bear symbol plus 
constellation and North Star.”

Now you know how the name Bear North was chosen for Bill and 
Margaret's boat. If you have a boat name you would like to submit, 
please email Peter at americanart1@aol.com.

Have you ever wondered how a particular boat acquired 
its name? Peter Canzone (Commodore 2007-2009) gives us     
the answer. 

it’s only a name ...

Bill Ohley and Margaret Bucheit love 
sailing on Bear North but a little 
snowshoeing isn’t a bad alternative 
when the snow falls.  

https://www.bristolyc.com/events/evening-of-irish-fare-and-entertainment
https://www.bristolyc.com/events/evening-of-irish-fare-and-entertainment
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Social events … cruising … racing … 
family fun – BYC has it all. 

Your Membership Committee is on the 
lookout for fellow boaters who want to join 

BYC. Please share this invitation with anyone 
who is looking for a nautical home. 

A Warm Welcome            
to Our Newest Members 
New Senior Members
• Randy and Becky Johnson
• Don and Wendy Duquette
• Doug and Julie Laroche
• Adam and Sarah Krajewski
• John Danskin and Allison Paschke
• Ed and Stacy Dochoda
• John Mooney

New Intermediate Members
• Josh Dochoda
• Brad Seferian

Members Moving from Intermediate 
to Senior Membership
• Ethan Granoff
• James Turenne
• Thomas Sullivan

New Member Wait List (As of February 18)

• None

HOUSE
Committee
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Thank You for Supporting Our Advertisers
Appraise RI • Doug Gablinske 
Residential & Commercial Real Estate 
576 Metacom Avenue, Bristol, RI 02809 
doug@appraiseri.biz; 401-253-9910

Bristol Bagel Works
Herb, Chris and Rob Browne
420 Hope Street, Bristol, RI 02809
Call in your order • 401-254-1390

Coastal Chiropractic Group
Mark Alano, DC, FICPA, CCEP 
Gentle procedures, insurance accepted 
576 Metacom Avenue, Bristol, RI 02809 
www.coastalchiropracticgroup.com 
401-253-1130

Paul G. Costa Tiling & Remodeling
Tile, Marble, Granite, Carpentry, Kitchen, 
Bath, Interior/Exterior, Custom Built-ins, 
Complete Remodeling • Free Estimates   
401-578-4186

Ferreira & Grimo General 
Contractors, LLC
New Construction, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Windows
Pat Grimo • 401-574-0957
Tom Ferreira • 401-574-0959

Kinder Industries • Philip F. Kinder
Custom Boat Covers and Canvas
75 Tupelo Street, Bristol, RI 02809
www.kinderindustries.com
sales@kinderindustries.com
401-253-7076

King Marine, Inc. • Bud King
Hauling, Delivery, Mooring and Diving
www.kingmarineri.com
service@kingmarineri.com
401-247-KING (5464)

Dawne Nordstrom
Residential Broker/Associate
www.dawnenordstrom.com
dnordstrom@residentialproperties.com
O: 401-245-9600  C: 401-573-0866

Quantum Sail Design Group
Where sailmaking is a performance art
112 Tupelo Street, Bristol, RI 02809
Steve Thurston • 401-254-0970

The Cruising Yacht Brokerage
Specializing in helping coastal  
cruisers buy or sell their boats
Jim Spiro and Bob Millard
www.thecruisingyachtbrokerage.com
info@cybsales.com • 401-405-1979    

EBSF 2020 Summer Registration
Now Open. Go to BYC website to register.

Learn about all EBSF has to offer.

EBSF Open House
Friday, March 13, 6 – 8 pm, BYC Clubhouse

BYC Cooks to Christen 
Clubhouse Kitchen 
Did you check out the new BYC kitchen 
during the Clubhouse Rededication? 
With a 10-burner stove and other spiffy 
new appliances, it’s a cook’s dream and 
BYC cooks are dreaming up ways to put 
the kitchen to use.

Lots of ideas were floated at a January 
gathering of members interested in 
slicing, dicing, stirring and serving. And 
the call is out for all Club members to 
volunteer to make these ideas a reality.

First up is a “Perfect Pasta Party” Friday 
Night Dinner on April 17. While the 
evening is sponsored by the House 
Committee, you needn’t be a committee 
member to lend your talents in the 
kitchen. The team is looking for planners, 
shoppers, cooks and clean-up crew. It’s a 
great way to meet old and new friends. 
To be part of the fun, all you need to do is 
email rosemaryalden@cox.net to say you 
are on board to lend a hand.

The heart of 
any home is 
the kitchen. 
Let’s make it 
beat at BYC. 

Future uses of the kitchen under 
discussion are a Family Night (kid friendly 
food), Family Sunday Breakfast, Ladies 
Who Lunch event and Kids Who Cook 
Day. Also, the kitchen lends itself to 
potential cooking demonstrations and 
hands-on learning.
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The crew: Daisy, a much-loved, four-pawed BYC second mate 
passed away last fall and BYC PETS honors her memory in 
this special IN MEMORIAM edition of our column.

The captains: Kristen and Mark Coe

The boat: Seven Seas, a 42-foot Hinckley

Ready about?: Hearing these words from her captain, Daisy 
would nonchalantly arise from her perch and move to the other 
side of the boat so she’d be safely positioned as Seven Seas 
came across the wind. Kristen notes: “In fact, her movements 
came to alert novice sailors to the coming change in position.”  

Fond memories from Kristen: “Daisy first gained her sea legs 
on a hand-built, 17-foot fishing skiff which we used on summer 
vacations on Cape Cod. While not as natural a swimmer as 
Calvin, her Labrador retriever ‘brother’ at the time, Daisy 
loved the wind in her face and often competed with Calvin to 
serve as the tiny ship’s bowsprit. 

“In time Daisy came to love the water, quite literally diving 
from docks into the ocean to swim laps beside me.”

To have your four-pawed crew featured in The BYC Mainsheet, email a photo to 
bycmainsheet@gmail.com. We’ll send you a BYC car decal as a thank you.

byc Pets

Mark and Kristen Coe will miss their mate, Daisy.

If you think that there is nothing 
happening on the waterfront in the 
middle of February, you would be wrong. 
After assembling an impressive array of 
chain saws, chop saws, pry bars, sledge 
hammers and large clamps, five hardy 
members of the Waterfront Committee 
gathered recently for the annual ritual of 
amputating rotten legs, i.e., the 4 x 4 legs 
on each float that support it on top of its 
brethren when the floats are stacked for 
the winter.  

Since the legs sit underwater in the 
summer, small sea creatures and 
bacteria gradually eat the wood and the 
attachment bolts away. We were able 
to replace about twenty legs before we 
retreated as darkness and cold drove us 
toward a hot toddy. 

This is just a small part of the constant 
maintenance needed to keep our system 
of docks and piers in Bristol fashion. This 
work, done by BYC volunteer members, 
saves the club around $20,000 per year.

Speaking of volunteering, here is your 
chance. All the floats, more than 50 of 
them, are to be put into the water March 
13. We start with 
a safety refresher 
at 7:30 am. The 
big crane comes at 8 am and in go the 
floats one by one. It takes many hands 
to get this all done. Send Chris Healey 
(steward@bristolyc.com) a note letting 
him know that you can help. You will be 
happy you did as it is a fun group effort. 
                                        -- David Schwartz

WATERFRONT
Committee

From the Dock House: A Story of Amputation and Hot Toddies


