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Masthead photo: EBSF students on the water this summer. October 2020    

Dock Haul Out
Plan to Volunteer

Wednesday, November 4
7:30 am

BYC Annual Meeting
Via Zoom

Sunday, November 15
4 pm

Details to Come

Zooming In on the Strategic Plan
BYC member engagement was high during a series of Zoom meetings over the 
past weeks during which five Strategic Plan initiatives were explored in depth.  The 
projects are: (1) Construction of a Roofed Outdoor Pavilion; (2) Expanded/Improved 
Launch Ramp and Crane; (3) Construction of a Boat Maintenance Workshop and Gear 
Storage; (4) Replacement of Aging Safety/Coach Boats; and (5) EBSF Sustainability.

In addition to taking participants’ questions and comments, meetings were structured 
to give members additional background to complete a survey this month that will 
gauge level of member interest in these long-term projects. The survey results will 
help the BYC Executive Committee decide whether to move forward with additional 
analysis of any of these five-to-ten-year aspirational goals.

While project costs were a point of conversation frequently, John Bell, Co-chair of the 
Strategic Planning Steering Committee, noted, “We are really not looking at funding 
at this time. We just want to get a sense of what projects would garner member 
support for more detailed planning and costing. Then they’d be brought back to the 
membership for review and potential approval.”

Members unable to participate in the Zoom meetings are encouraged to be part of 
the conversation. There are several ways to do this.
1.  Link here to a listing of the five projects under review. Each listing has a link to 
the slide deck prepared by the project lead. The listing also includes a link to the 
recording of that topic’s Zoom meeting. Finally, a text file with all the questions asked 
by members is part of the listing.
2.  Ask your questions … share your comments. You can do this via email. You can also 
join the Google Group set up for interactive conversation by linking here. If you need 
information on how to join and participate in a Google Group, it is outlined here.

One final reminder: keep a look out for the Strategic Plan survey coming this month!

http://bristolyc.com/copy-of-strategic-plans
mailto:byc.strat.plan%40gmail.com?subject=
http://groups.google.com/g/byc-strategic-plan
http://bristolyc.com/strategic-plans
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Editor: Can you tell us about how the 
Technology Committee came to be?
Marilyn: Through the years, BYC has 
had numerous volunteers who have 
supported technology solutions to 
assist in the management of the Club. 
A year ago, the Executive Committee 
decided to create a Technology 
Committee to set direction for the 
future of technology at the Club and to 
assist in the management of the current 
infrastructure and applications. 

Editor: Club members volunteering 
on committees is a hallmark of BYC. 
Who has joined you on this project?                
Marilyn: Rear Commodore Paul Redman 
was instrumental in forming the Tech 
Committee on behalf of the Flag Officers, 
and he reached out to BYC members 
with either a technology background 

or responsibility for a facet of the Club’s 
operations to join the team. Once the 
team formed, I agreed to serve as chair 
and I have the very able assistance of 
Roland Gendreau, Craig Lippman, Greg 
Crellin and Nick Cromwell.

Editor: Can you summarize the 
goal of the Technology Committee?                        
Marilyn: Succinctly, our goal is to 
promote the use of technology to 
improve efficiency and security of BYC 
operations, and to enhance the member 

experience. To achieve this, we’re 
assessing processes and procedures of 
Club operations and recommending 
current technology solutions. 

Addressing cybersecurity risks and 
mitigation strategies is part of our work, 
as is establishing a technology budget 
for the Club. 

Editor: Will you give readers an overview 
of how you’ve gone about your work? 
Marilyn: One of the first activities that 
Greg Crellin volunteered to undertake 
was to meet with Club staff and 
committee chairs to detail the various 
process flows of all the operations of 
the Club. Greg has extensive experience 
in the area of process analysis and 
reengineering. He then created 13 
detailed process maps for the various 
functions of the Club from operational 
collaboration to transaction processing. 
After completing this analysis, Greg 

detailed areas of risk for the current 
technology and possible alternatives. 

In addition, the Tech Committee is 
documenting the current infrastructure, 
applications and requirements as we 
further define next steps for the Club’s 
technology. 

Editor: What are the next steps?  
Marilyn: We still have lots of work to do 
in identifying – and costing out – the 
technology that will serve the Club well 
into the future. Last month we shared 
with the Flag Officers some of the initial 
observations and analysis, and discussed 
possible next steps for the technology 
of BYC. Over the coming months, we 
will share more information with the 
membership as we continue our analysis.

Technology Updates Underpin BYC’s Future Operations 
Technology supports a wide-range of Club operations from tracking membership and race results to budgeting and invoice 
payment to running the Ship’s Store and regularly communicating with members … and so much more.

As we all know, staying abreast of the latest technology solutions is challenging but, ever up to a challenge, BYC formed an 
ad hoc Technology Committee this year. The BYC Mainsheet sat with Committee Chair Marilyn Dimson-Doyle to learn more.

The Interview

Marilyn Dimson-Doyle at the helm of Sea Rose on the Hudson River. Marilyn chairs the ad hoc BYC 
Technology Committee.

Continued on page 3.
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Have you ever wondered how a particular boat acquired its name?             
Peter Canzone (Commodore 2007-2009) gives us the answer.

Boat: Frankie Anne, a 38-foot Catalina

Owners: Stan and Ursula O’Marra

Why the name Frankie Anne? Stan describes it this way:

Now you know how the name Frankie Anne was chosen for the O’Marras’ boat. If you 
have a boat name you’d like to submit, please email Peter at americanart1@aol.com.

“We bought our Catalina 380 in 2014 so that we would have more space than on 
our Catalina 30, Naïve Melody. Naming Naïve Melody was relatively easy as our 
daughters, Katie and Regan, were too young at the time to be interested in the 
process. Plus, it was hard to argue with naming her after the Talking Heads song 
that was also our wedding song. 

“When we decided not to carry the 
name forward to our new boat, the 
entire family weighed in. I floated 
another Talking Heads song but 
Crosseyed and Painless was quickly 
vetoed. A number of ideas were raised 
but consensus was difficult. In the end 
we settled on the age-old tradition of 
naming boats after women. 

“First names were too obvious and limiting. Our youngest, Regan Frances, 
got her middle name from my father and grandfather, and Katie Anne shares 
her middle name with Ursula, who received it in tribute to her mother and 
grandmother. After bandying around several combinations, we settled on 
Frankie Anne. Lettering was ordered and the rest is history.”

it’s only a name ...

Editor: Before we wrap up is there 
anything you’d like to add?             
Marilyn: Yes, and thank you for the 
opportunity to highlight one of the 
unsung heroes of Bristol Yacht Club and 
the Tech Committee. Craig Lippman 
(Commodore 2011 – 2013) has for many 
years supported the infrastructure 
(desktops, servers, network, routers, 
weather stations, etc.) and software 
products at the Club. We all owe him 
a huge thank you for this volunteer 
commitment. 

That said, as technology continues to 
become more complex, we hope to 
implement new solutions that will allow 
the Club to be better supported and no 
longer need to rely on a Club member 
who may be on a boat sailing to far off 
places just when we have a system issue. 

If you have technology experience and are 
interested in learning more about the Tech 
Committee and how you can be a part 
of its work, reach out to Marilyn Dimson-
Doyle at mkdimson@gmail.com.

Technology Updates ...
continued from page 2.

Greg Crellin detailed process flows of Club 
operations as an early step in the work of the 
Technology Committee.
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ByC Pets

The crew: Murray, a Cairn Terrier

His captains: Richard Schattman and Kay Johnson

Their boat: Atalanta, a Little Harbor 44

Fond farewell: “He sailed over 20,000 miles, braved 25-
foot seas, talked with dolphins, hiked in the Amazon, visited 
30 countries and made countless acquaintances in his time 
with us,” Kay reminisces. “On August 13, Murray made 
his final journey, and we said a heart-wrenching farewell 
to a small, courageous and furry sailor ... a peaceful and 
dignified end to a well-lived life. Calm seas, Murray.” 

To have your four-pawed crew featured in The BYC Mainsheet, 
email a photo to bycmainsheet@gmail.com. We’ll send you a 
BYC car decal as a thank you.

After six months of COVID-19 restrictions, I find I’m missing 
gathering with friends more and more. Last spring, when 
we had to bypass our annual Commissioning celebration, I 
thought that as the summer progressed surely we’d soon be 
back to hugs and handshakes, shared meals and toasts, and, 
quite simply, normal life.

Unfortunately, this fall there are two more milestone events 
that the virus prevents BYC from celebrating. Missing our 
Annual Volunteer Dinner, usually held in late September, is of 
particular concern. Volunteerism is a hallmark of our Club, and 
this dinner is our annual opportunity both to celebrate and 
offer appreciation for the time and skills given so generously 
by dozens and dozens of BYC members. 

So, to our many volunteers, please let me enthusiastically say 
thank you for all you do. You are the members who bring our 
committees to life; you are the members who dutifully respond 

Celebrating Our Volunteers and Our 2020 Season
for work days from moving our docks to watering our new 
lawn; you are the members who work alone splicing new dock 
lines, maintaining our boats and teaching novice sailors; and 
you are the teams that staff our RC boats, organize regattas and 
plan for our future. You know who you are … and I celebrate 
your talents, efforts and successes.

A second meaningful event will also go without celebration this 
year. In “normal” times, we’d lower our flags for the last time in 
the season at Decommissioning. The event was on the books 
for October 18. However, it, too, must go without a gathering 
this year but the sentiment should be celebrated just the same. 
What a great season! What a great Club! What great friends!

Wishing you the very best as the 2020 boating season comes 
to an end. And hoping, most sincerely, that we can gather once 
again next spring. 

Commodore’s Corner

“To our many 
volunteers, 

please let me 
enthusiastically 

say thank you
for all you do.” 

- Chris Bjerregaard, Commodore
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Bramasole, truly a spritely Sea Sprite,  sailed 

away with top honors in the 2020 Millard Series. 

Skippered by Bob Catani, Bramasole and her 

crew won every race entered. 

Recap of this year’s Millard Series - page 6.
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The season that almost wasn’t is now 
completed. Despite Covid-19 causing 
some skippers and crew, as well as some 
RC folks, to choose not to risk the virus, 
the Millard Series forged onward.  Forty-
four boats signed up to race and 29 
boats qualified for awards. Only one race 
in one class was not completed this year. 
Compare that to last year when everyone 
missed four races due to weather. 

Joe Jablonowski, our primary PRO and 
course selector, did his best to keep 
things interesting by mixing up courses 
week to week, using very few repeats to 
the appreciation of many racers.

The Millard Series is named in honor 
of Robert Millard, Sr., who was a Past 
Commodore (1975 – 1977), long-time 
competitor, and strong, passionate 
advocate for the Wednesday night series 
at Bristol Yacht Club. He sailed aboard 
his Pearson Trident Solitaire, which is still 
being raced by his family to this day.

Millard Series 2020: The Season That Almost Wasn’t
Season scoring is based on the lowest 
average score for each boat throughout 
the season. Many of the trophy positions 
came down to the very last race. The 
2020 trophy winners are:

Class A – Large Spinnaker
First Place: Alice – Bill Barlow 
Second Place: Mischief – David Schwartz 
Third Place: Charmer – Will Pease 

Class B – Large Non-spinnaker
First Place: Moxie – Carol and Andrew 
Scanlon 
Second Place: Phase III – Carl Supancic
Third Place: Horizon – Bill Campbell

Class C – Small Spinnaker
First Place: Cover Girl – Phil Kinder
Second Place: Hula – Mike Allen
Third Place: Brightening Glance – 
Susannah Holloway

Class D – Small Non-spinnaker
First Place: Ragtime – Tom Ferreira
Second Place: Solitaire – Robert Millard, Jr.

Class E – Sea Sprites
First Place: Bramasole – Bob Catani
Second Place: Apsaras – Bob Rude
Third Place: Lulabelle – Bob Hamel

A perpetual Millard Trophy is also 
awarded to the boat with the lowest 
average finish score among all the classes. 
This year the trophy went to Bob Catani 
and his Sea Sprite crew on Bramasole, 
having won every race entered with a 
season average score of 1.000. 

Congratulations to all the trophy winners 
on a tremendous season.

   - Mark Rotsky, Millard Series Fleet Captain

The Millard Series season that almost wasn’t is now in the books with Ragtime, top, taking first in 
Class D, Moxie (middle) capturing Class B honors, and Cover Girl (bottom) in first place in Class C. 



- 7 -

Here are some great photos submitted by members this month. The top is a throw back to last year, reminding us all of 
wonderful summer nights under the tent. Thank you to Paul Castaldi for the memories. Middle: An impromptu BYC meet up 
found members, from left, Paul Sanroma, Lee Dawson, Greg Aikman, Tom Dawson and Alex Aikman enjoying the rockers at 
East Greenwich Yacht Club where, lower left, “Teddy” Dawson had lots of love for Alex Aikman. (Thanks, Greg, for sending these 
shots.) Lower right: An energetic group of BYC women can be found wheeling their way around the region when they are not under sail. This 
outing brought them to Ocean Drive in Newport. From left: Marsha Petaja, Wendy Quinn, Arlene Hartwell and Jane Guinther.

Summer 
Scenes
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Our J/22s had a great summer season 
of fleet racing on Thursday nights. While 
early in the summer sailors saw lots of 
breeze, August and September were 
quite light. Whether blustery or calm, 
competition and camaraderie prevailed. 

A few numbers help describe the season: 
• 50 – total number of races
• 7 – number of throw outs
• 8.5 – average number of boats at the 

start line
• 11 – max number of boats at a start
• 6 – number of boats that won one or 

more races over the season

Josh Dochoda and Tom Harden, along 
with Josh’s brother Kyle, finished the 
season in third, notching seven wins, 
seven second place finishes and eight 

Fifty Starts Made for a Fun – and Competitive – J/22 Race Season

third places. They were also the top 
finisher of the charter boats. (All six boats 
owned and maintained by EBSF were 
chartered for the season to race aside 
five privately owned boats.) 

Mikey Gemperline, along with crew Abby 
Cook and Megan Roach, finished second 
with nine race wins aboard the newly 
refinished and beautiful Defiance III. 

      The scheduled August 29 and 30 Narragansett Bay J/22 Championship became a one-day event 
when stormy weather arrived August 29. Sunday, however, was a great day for racing. J/22 sailors 
took advantage of it by competing in five races in a slowly increasing, puffy westerly. 
     Races were sailed just outside Bristol Harbor with the starting line west of Blithewold Mansion and 
the windward mark just north of Castle Rock. The race course was also graced by yachts competing 
in the Herreshoff Classics Regatta, including two 12 meters. 
     Thank you to Matt Hill, Arlene Hartwell and David LeGrand for the great RC work, with a tight line, 
square course and efficient racing!                                                                                   Photo credit: David LeGrand

The team on Dusty, consisting of 
Pete Levesque, Chris Brito and Kate 
Bjerregaard, took the season counting 
just four races out of the top three. 

Notably, Commodore Chris Bjerregaard 
and Vice Commodore Joe Whelan were 
just off the podium, finishing the season 
in fourth, but with two race wins along 
the way. And the team "Slippery When 
Wet" won most improved honors by 
dropping its average score 2.2 points 
between the first and second 25 races.

“A huge thank you goes to EBSF Program 
Director Mike Zonnenberg and his staff 
for running our races every week,” notes 
Fleet Captain Pete Levesque.

Link here for full 2020 season results.

https://theclubspot.com/regatta/s0gFF5Fc7c/results
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Enjoy It While You Can
Those of us who keep our boats in the water in October know, 
if you pick your day, it is a great time of year for boating. 

Yes, the days are shorter and it can get nippy, but the water is 
still warm and you get to see lots of wildlife. The afternoon light 
in the fall has a special golden glow enhanced by the color of 
the trees along the shore. 

It is certainly a bittersweet time of year, 
knowing that these beautiful days will 
soon give way to the cold of winter. 

So consider putting off your haul out date for a few weeks and 
pack in all the boating time left before only the frostbiters and 
shell fishermen are left out on the water.

It is also not too early to think about docks being hauled out. 
November 4 is the day this year. The waterfront closes at the 
end of October and all dinghies must be removed by then. 

Do consider joining the haul-out party; it is both a spectacular 
and fun event. It is the largest volunteer effort that we have. 
When else do you have the chance to put on a hard hat, grab a 
big wrench and play around next to a one-hundred-foot crane? 
The air and water temperatures are mild and you’ll get to see 
many friends. Of course, you may not recognize them behind 
their masks but, by now, we are all used to this new fact of life. 
Keep an eye on the Monday emails for more info.

Last but not least, make sure to give an extra thank you to 
the members of the dock staff this year. They have provided 
excellent service during a very trying year. Having to wear a 
mask for an entire shift is no fun. They had to hustle and make 
extra trips to compensate for the reduced capacity of the 
launches. And all the while they kept their friendly good humor 
and helped out in any way they could to make our summer fun. 
I doff my hat to Pete and his entire crew.

WATERFRONT
Committee

  - David Schwartz

Mask - erade
Cocktails & Dinner 

The BYC Social Committee Presents

Saturday, October 17, 6:30 pm
BYC Clubhouse

$ 25 per person / Cash Bar

Life in 2020 is a Mask-erade! 
Enjoy an evening with fellow members 
while following RI COVID-19 guidelines. 

Seating limited to 50 attendees.
Masks must be worn unless seated.

But not to worry ... the most creative 
masks earn their wearers bragging 

rights. Extra points if your outfit 
matches! So don your most show-

stopping mask and have a fun evening.

Catered by the Common Pub
Choice of Slow-roasted Balsamic Chicken or 

Roasted Bourbon Walnut Pork Tenderloin, 
both served with Butternut Squash (all gluten-free).

Register by linking here.

https://www.bristolyc.com/event-registration-2
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Directions: Peel and pit avocado. Add all 
ingredients to blender and blend until 
very smooth, about 1 minute. Garnish 
with diced avocado and chopped chives. 

BYC Zuppa 
This is Ray Renaud’s recommendation 
when it’s time to go clamming. Fair 
warning: Ray says don’t bother unless 
you have Narragansett beer to use!

Ray Renaud’s BYC Zuppa is a classic 
shared with his crew that he takes along 

Soup’s 
On!

BYC members are just as skilled in the galley as they are at the 
helm. Three of them offer favorite recipes for great soups. Get the  
ingredients together and give them a try!

Cool as a Cucumber 
Soup
Mary Jo Finkenstaedt’s choice for when 
the temps are high. Pictured above.

MJ offers a soup that is easy to take 
along in a thermos for a cool, nutritious 
treat. The green grapes sweeten the 
plain yogurt, and each serving is just 81 
calories and 1 gram of fat. “If you want 
to make it a more robust meal, dress 
the finished soup with a bit of chopped 
chicken or other protein,” says MJ.

Ingredients:
1/2 firm-ripe California avocado
1 1/2 pounds English cucumber,
   cut in 1/2-inch pieces
1 8-ounce container low-fat plain yogurt
Handful of green grapes to taste
3 tablespoons chopped fresh chives
1 teaspoon fresh lime juice
1 teaspoon salt or to taste
1/2 teaspoon chopped fresh jalapeno 
   chile with seeds
1 cup small ice cubes

with him to his favorite spots to dig 
quahogs. According to Ray, the Zuppa 
is “best eaten in the cockpit so you can 
throw the shells over your right shoulder 
… unless you are rafted with a friend.”

Ingredients:
Little necks, 10 per serving
1 large onion
I garlic clove
Butter
Olive oil
Blackening seasoning
Ground kielbasa or other precooked 
   meat to taste
Narragansett beer
Hard rolls or bread cut into chunks

Directions: Saute onion in butter and 
olive oil. Just before it browns, add a 
chopped clove of garlic. Add kielbasa, 
seasoning and 1 can of beer per 20 little 
necks. Cook until quahogs open, plus 
5 minutes. Serve in a deep bowl with 
dipping bread. 

Continued on page 11.
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Cioppino
Robin Crocker’s soup base is ready for 
fresh seafood when she hits port.

Robin makes this Italian fisherman's stew 
base at home and freezes it in containers 
that are double-wrapped to serve as ice 
blocks in her onboard ice chest. “When I 
know we’re headed to a port with a fresh 
seafood shack, we thaw out a Cioppino 
block,” Robin says. “Once the soup base is 
boiling, we’re ready to add our seafood 
finds.” Robin serves it up with crusty 
bread or a green salad, and a favorite red 
wine.  

Soup’s On ...
Continued from page 10.

Ingredients for Soup Base:
3 tablespoons olive oil
1 large fennel bulb, thinly sliced
1 onion, chopped
3 large shallots, chopped
2 teaspoons salt
4 large garlic cloves, finely chopped
3/4 teaspoon dried crushed red pepper  
   flakes, plus more to taste
1/2 teaspoon each - oregano, thyme, 
   basil (more if fresh)
1/4 cup tomato paste
1 (28-ounce) can diced tomatoes in juice
1 1/2 cups dry white wine
5 cups fish stock
1 bay leaf

Top: Our BYC soup cooks are (from left) Mary Jo Finkenstaedt, Past Commodore Ray Renaud and 
Robin Crocker. Bottom: Steaming bowls of Robin’s Cioppino along with crispy sourdough bread, all 
served up on her Shannon 28, Peace ... yum!

Cioppino Seafood Suggestions: 
Clams (scrubbed), mussels (scrubbed/
debearded), large shrimp (peeled/
deveined) and fish such as halibut or 
salmon (cut into 2-inch cubes)

Directions: Heat oil in a very large pot 
over medium heat. Add fennel, onion, 
shallots and salt, and saute until onion is 
translucent, about 10 minutes. Add garlic 
and 3/4 teaspoon of red pepper flakes, 
and saute 2 minutes. Stir in tomato paste. 
Add tomatoes with their juices, wine, fish 
stock and bay leaf. Cover and simmer 
until the flavors blend, about 30 minutes. 
Package and freeze.

When ready to serve, bring thawed soup 
base to a boil. Add clams and mussels. 
Cover and cook until clams and mussels 
begin to open, about 5 minutes. Add 
shrimp and fish. Simmer gently until fish 
and shrimp are just cooked through, 
and clams are completely open, stirring 
gently, about 5 minutes longer (discard 
any clams and mussels that do not open). 
Season the soup to taste with more salt 
and red pepper flakes.

Recipe courtesy of Giada de Laurentis - 
with some modifications.
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The BYC Mainsheet is published monthly. Club members are encouraged to submit story 
suggestions and photos by emailing bycmainsheet@gmail.com.  Editor: Catherine Murray.
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BRISTOL YACHT CLUB
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Appraise RI • Doug Gablinske 
Residential & Commercial Real Estate 
576 Metacom Avenue, Bristol, RI 02809 
doug@appraiseri.biz; 401-253-9910

Bristol Bagel Works
Herb, Chris and Rob Browne
420 Hope Street, Bristol, RI 02809
Call in your order • 401-254-1390

Coastal Chiropractic Group
Mark Alano, DC, FICPA, CCEP 
Gentle procedures, insurance accepted 
576 Metacom Avenue, Bristol, RI 02809 
www.coastalchiropracticgroup.com 
401-253-1130

Ferreira & Grimo General 
Contractors, LLC
New Construction, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Windows
Pat Grimo • 401-574-0957
Tom Ferreira • 401-574-0959

Paul G. Costa Tiling & Remodeling
Tile, Marble, Granite, Carpentry, Kitchen, 
Bath, Interior/Exterior, Custom Built-ins, 
Complete Remodeling • Free Estimates   
401-578-4186

King Marine, Inc. • Bud King
Hauling, Delivery, Mooring and Diving
www.kingmarineri.com
service@kingmarineri.com
401-247-KING (5464)

Kinder Industries • Philip F. Kinder
Custom Boat Covers and Canvas
75 Tupelo Street, Bristol, RI 02809
www.kinderindustries.com
sales@kinderindustries.com
401-253-7076

Dawne Nordstrom
Residential Broker/Associate
www.dawnenordstrom.com
dnordstrom@residentialproperties.com
O: 401-245-9600  C: 401-573-0866

The Cruising Yacht Brokerage
Specializing in helping coastal  
cruisers buy or sell their boats
Jim Spiro and Bob Millard
www.thecruisingyachtbrokerage.com
info@cybsales.com • 401-405-1979    

Sunsets over the Clubhouse ... we all love them and Mark Stephens caught this one in early September.


